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ABSTRACT

Exploring the meaning of ecological sensibility of 3-year—old children
using natural object play: implementation and records of pre-service early
childhood teachers

Park, Jihyun (Sungkyunkwan University)
Kim, Hajin (Sungkyunkwan University)
Sung, Jihyun (Sungkyunkwan University)

The purposes of this study are to explore the meaning of ecological sensibility of
3-year-old children through natural object play planned and implemented by
pre-service early childhood teachers, and to examine the learning and growth of
pre-service early childhood teachers in the stages of planning, implementation, and
reflective thinking. To this end, from November 1 to 29, 2021, children's play
activities were provided, directly conducted, and participated in observation for a
total of 7 sessions. Data from teaching-learning plan notes, research journals,
observation records, videos, and photos were collected and analyzed. As the results
of this study, first, children played based on their previous experiences and memories
in natural object play and learned new knowledge about natural objects. Second,
children empathized with natural objects and the ecological environment in natural
object play and achieved value for natural objects. Third, children explored natural
objects using their body coordination and sensory abilities, and promoted their
physical development. Fourth, pre-service early childhood teachers experienced
opportunities for self-reflection through reflective thinking in the process of directly
planning and implementing natural object play, and acquired practical skills necessary
for teachers. The results of this study are expected to contribute to improving the
ecological sensibility of 3-year—old children and preparing the competence and

attitude for ecological education of pre-service early childhood teachers.



