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A Philological Reading of Zhu Xi’s

"Variorum of the Analects"

Ryu, Jun-pil

This article suggests the method of philological reading to closely examine the Zhu
Xi’s variorum edition for "the Analects of Confucius" in its formation. Zhu Xi actively
utilized the philological researches to explore the significance of "The Analects of
Confucius," and his annotations (ranging from the collection from the older interpretations
to his own comments) clearly exhibits a peculiarity as a philological work. Zhu Xi
collected and reassigned the various annotations with his own, which can be read in
different displacement of reading.

As a result, it could be confirmed that the level of meaning depends on how these
annotations are read. At the same time, Zhu Xi's "Variorum of The Analects of
Confucius" in itself is a subject of philological reading. Up to the final form of his
variorum edition, Zhu Xi modified for a long time through the struggle with various
annotators. In order to examine this aspect, I rearranged the related general works of
Zhu Xi over time and read them in accordance with his annotations to "The Analects

of Confucius."

Key Words : Zhu Xi, "Variorum of The Analects", philological reading, The Analects
of Confucius
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