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A Study on the Dispatch System and the chungin's
role in Regional Naval Headquarters (7'ongjeyong)
of Late Joseon Dynasty

Lee, Hoon-sang

The paper is a study on the local dispatch system of the chungin in late Joseon
Dynasty. The system of dispatching not a few chungin who live in the Capital Seoul
to the provinces seems to have worked for maintaining the centralized regime more than
for the local governance. Based on the examples of the largest military base in the
province, Regional Naval Headquarters (7"ongjeyong), this study focuses particularly on
the reality of the inspectors of medicine(Simyak) and Japanese translator-interpreters
(Waehak). 1t is noted whereas these chungins were selected through reasonable examina-
tion systems, the details of the regulations or of the evaluation system were not fully
prepared. Specifically after the mid-19th century, dispatched chungins in most of military
bases of local areas were not properly controlled systematically. This study on the role
of dispatched chungins and the dispatch system confirms the weakness as well as

reasonableness of Joseon Dynasty's ruling system.

Key Words : chinese translator-interpreters(hanhak), chungin, chungin dispatch system,
Government artists(hwawon), Inspector of medicine(Simyak), Japanese
translator-interpreters(waehak), military administration, Scribes(sazakwan),

Regional Naval Headquarters(7"ongjeyong)
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