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The Origin and Development of Mother of Pearl

Lacquerware from Chinese Ancient Literature

Peng, Qian-xin - Jang, Kyung-hee

Since ancient times, there has been a profound integration between Korean mother
of Pearl lacquerware and Chinese mother of Pearl lacquerware. Through various
phenomena, it is not difficult to find that in the process of exchanging needed goods,
the mother of Pearl lacquerware technology between the two countries is integrated and
closely connected with each other. At present, the research between South Korea and
China usually refers to official, personal works, anthologies and other documents.
Scholars of the two countries mainly start from their own materials and conduct research
from their own perspectives. However, in order to study the mother of Pearl lacquerware
in this period more carefully, it is necessary to refer to the literature of the two countries
respectively. Therefore, while referring to the historical materials of South Korea and
China, it makes a more detailed induction and integration, and makes comprehensive
use of them.

First of all, mother of Pearl originated early in China, which can be seen in the Xia(¥)
Dynasty. The ‘Shen-Qi(/&#s)’ recorded in the literature of the Zhou(J&)) Dynasty is the
predecessor of the mother of Pearl lacquerware.

Second, there were many records of [Dian(4f) mirror’, ‘Dian-Bei(4iH) mirror’,
‘Bao-Dian(#$fll) mirror’ and ‘Bao-Dian belt’ in the Tang Dynasty. These records show
that the “Bao Dian“ has an inseparable relationship with the mother of pearl lacquerware.

Third, in the song(*K) Dynasty and Yuan(ji) Dynasty, the word ‘##$H(Luo-dian)’
appears in many works. It can be seen from the records of the Song Dynasty that the
mother of Pearl lacquerware was mass produced and popularized in China and sold on
the market.

Based on the historical data from ancient China to the Yuan Dynasty, this paper
analyzes and arranges the relevant contents of the shell made of the mother of Pearl

lacquerware, and reveals the origin of mother of Pearl lacquerware.
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