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A Study on Three Thousand Court Ladies in
Chinese Poetry( 1)
— Focusing on Tang Dynasty Works

Nam, Jae-Cheol

This essay is intended to find the source of the expression Three Thousand Court
Ladies used in connection with Nakhwaam Rock. To this end, the concept and origin
of Three Thousand Court Ladies were first reviewed based on the historical records of
China, and then the literary meaning of Three Thousand Court Ladies in Tang Dynasty
poems was reviewed.

Three Thousand Court Ladies were originally used to represent the specific numbers
of court ladies, but from some point on, it was used to represent the a vague number
of numerous court ladies. It was through Tang Dynasty poems that Three Thousand Court
Ladies were hardened into a typical expression.

There are four literary meanings of Three Thousand Court Ladies in Tang Dynasty
poems.

The first meaning is the synecdochical object of the luxurious palace or the
prosopopoeial object of the beautiful natural scenery. The second meaning is the
formulaic name of numerous court ladies who were alienated because they were not
favored by king. The third meaning is the object of allegory for officiaries in the palace
from the perspective outside the palace. And the fourth meaning is the synecdochical

object of the king who caused national ruin by luxurious pleasure-seeking.

Key Words : Nakhwaam Rock, Palace, Natural Scenery, Court Ladies, Officiaries,
King
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