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Itdo Jinsai’s Rhetorically Oriented Exegesis

— Centering on the Moshi kogi

You, Min-jung

This paper aims to examine the universality and speciality of the rhetorically oriented
exegeses centering on It5 Jinsai {F(~Z5’s the Moshi kogi #1575 Rhetorically oriented
exegeses aim to interpret the Classics based on the textual features such as lexis, sentence
structure, literary embellishment. and etc. Also, regardless of philosopher or literary
figure, Confucian scholars regarded the Classics a writing model. The Mashi kogi shows
that Itd Jinsai had these two perspectives.

Itd Jinsai’s rhetorically oriented exegeses on the Mencius also implies the
characteristics of his thought on the study of the Classics. He explained the rhetoric of
Mencius in relation to the rhetoric of Analects, and presented different views from
orthodox scholars such as Zhu Xi based on the original text. In addition, his rhetorical
interpretation also reflected his purpose of writing a commentary that “the original
intention of Confucius” should be revealed through textual features: in details, the
author’s intention or thought was mentioned more than grammar or the mood of the text.

Among the Japanese rhetorical interpretations of the Classics, Itd Jinsai’s the Moshi
kogi is a stepping stone. Although he emphasized and explained the summary method
or metaphor used by Mencius, it is rarely discussed high-dimensional rhetoric such as
the parentheses method or the information waiting method. However, the rhetorical
interpretation of the Mencius made by Itd Jinsai is meaningful in itself. His interpretation
contributed to the reading of the Classics of later Japanese scholars, and as a result, it
served as a priming water for the emergence of the rhetoric-centered commentaries such

as Doku Moshi written by Hirose Tanso in the late Edo period.

Key Words : Itd Jinsai, Moshi kogi, Rhetorically Orented Exegeses, “all writings are
originated from and based on the Classics (wenbenyujing XA THK)”
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