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A Study on the Process of Naturalizing Tenrikyo in

the Japanese Colonial Era

Kwon, Dong-woo

There were total 11 sects that flew into and propagated the religion in Joseon society
during the Japanese colonial era. Among them, Tenrikyo could be pointed out as a sect
succeeded in naturalization.

Should the naturalization of Tenrikyo in Joseon be regarded as an outcome of
executing the direction of ‘world universal religion’ through overseas propagation, which
was intended by the headquarters and leadership of Tenrikyo? Or was the religiosity of
Tenrikyo naturally formed in the direction totally different from the propagation in Joseon
they had argued, which was led to the naturalization of religion? This thesis aimed to
examine the actual status of propagation in Joseon based on the gap between Tenrikyo’s
intended direction of propagation and the actual aspect of propagation in Joseon during
the Japanese colonial era under the subject of ‘naturalization’ of Tenrikyo.

As a result, the secret in which Tenrikyo could propagate the most Joseon believers
compared to other sectarian shinto in Joseon society during the Japanese colonial era,
was the ‘treatment of sickness’ defined by the Japanese government as non-modern
medical treatment and ‘non-civilization’. Tenrikyo’s biggest obstacle to propagation in
Joseon was the ‘assimilation’ logic of universal brotherhood used by the leadership of
Tenrikyo and the Japanese Government-General of Korea for establishing Tenrikyo as

a world universal religion.

Key Words : Japanese Colonial Era, Tenrikyo, Naturalization, Sectarian Shinto,

Propagation in Joseon
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