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The Parody of Censorship in Korean Absurd Plays
during the Cold War
— Focusing on plays banned in 1975

Lee, Seung-hee

Absurd plays rarely reveal social traces, so they surface as metaphysical interests, but
its roots are extremely political. The trend in the world history of absurd plays show that
absurd plays have an inevitable relationship with the Cold War and their spectrum is quite
wide. Korea’s absurd plays, which coincided with the time of the April 19 Revolution and
began to introduce a new generation in earnest, can also be found if the illusion of
universality is recovered. In particular, the censorship system needs to be fully emphasized.
In the censorship system reconstructed using the Cold War order as the basis of power,
the ‘necessity’ of irrational theater is finally found. If the absurd play is to express distrust
in the world of certainty, it is to express distrust and rejection of the ruling ideology led
by power or the discourse of industrialization and modernization (developmentism).
Although the political nature that would have been inserted in this process is bleached
and the abstraction is often reduced to modernity, its sociality and historicity are volatilized,
but this is not the whole of Korean absurd play. Due to censorship, it may not be revealed
to the audience at all. A Sculptor and a Detective(®1= 22712} ©4)) and Running Fools(Z
g]+= HIEE), which were banned from performing in 1975, are such examples. These plays
do not depict censorship realistically, but parody the reality of censorship. The sense of
life is conveyed in an absurd way without conscious decoration, and the helplessness from
claustrophobia or gaslighting trapped in the “eye of censorship” allows us to understand
the mechanism of censorship at once. The censorship parody of absurd plays is a political
allegory about the time when the pressure of censorship was increased, and is an asset

that should be newly listed in the theater history.

Key Words : absurd play, censorship, the Cold War, parody, 1970s, 4 Sculptor and

a Detective, Running Fools
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