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Reconsidering the History of Land Survey
— The Private Land Ownership Theory of Lee, Woo-sung

Miyajima Hiroshi

In the early stage of modern Korean academia, Woo-sung Lee argued that private land
ownership even existed in the Silla and Goryeo periods and his claim is now becoming
a mainstream view. There have been debates over state-owned or private land systems,
but few interests have been paid to the land itself, which is the object of ownership,
in Korean history. Land changes according to the degree of development of agricultural
technology, and at the same time, its economic meaning varies depending on the
relationship between population and land. Land changes following the development of
agricultural technology, and its economic meaning vary significantly depending on the
relationship with the population.

This paper figures out how land had been changed with the periods through the state’s
land survey systems. In historical sources of the Silla and Goryeo periods, there are a lot
of lands larger than 1 Gyeol. This is because when the state measured the land, not only
the agricultural land but also the idle land around it was identified as one section. In
addition, this method was abolished only after the land survey in 1634, the Joseon Dynasty.
The reason why the land measuring system changed like this is that the land had stabilized
and idle land had disappeared due to the development of agricultural technology. The
second reason was the rising value of land following the population increase.

The issue of land ownership system should also be fundamentally reviewed with
changes in land. Before the 16th century, when the population was small and idle land
prevail, it was meaningless to distinguish land by state-owned or private. In addition,
the perspective of viewing the development of the private land ownership system in

relation to the path of historical development should be discarded.

Key Words : Woo-sung Lee, land survey, land ownership, state-owned ownership,

private ownership, population
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