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Lee Woo-sung and His Influence on the Perception

of the History of Korean Literature

Ryu, Jun-pil

The purpose of this paper is to explain how Lee Woo-sung’s study of Korean literature
influenced the perception of Korean literary history. Although Lee Woo-sung had never
written Korean literary history himself, he had a profound influence on the perception
and description of Korean literary history. In particular, from the Goryeo Dynasty to the
late Joseon Dynasty, it laid the foundation for a systematic view of the changes in Korean
literary history, focusing on the historical growth and decline of the ‘Sadaebu(nobility)’.
Putting focus on the relationship between Cho Yoon-jae’s “History of Korean Literature”
and Cho Dong-il’s “Korean Literature History,” 1 examined how Lee Woo-sung’s

researches contributed to the formation of Cho Dong-il’s theory of literary history.

Key Words : Lee Woo-sung, Cho Yoon-jae, Cho Dong-il, history of Korean literature
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