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Reconsideration of the Formation Time of the
Shinminhoe

Lee, Seon-min

Shinminhoe[New People’s Association], which was active in the late Dachan Empire,
had a great influence on the Korean modern national movement. But as it was a secret
society, the whole picture is wrapped in a veil. In particular there are conflicting
arguments about the formation time, but no full-scale review or discussion has been
conducted.

This paper pointed out that the theory of ‘formed in April 1907°, which is regarded
as a common theory, has a very weak basis. And by closely examining the statements
of Ahn Chang-ho, who led the formation of Shinminhoe, and Lee Kang, his closest aide,
who watched the process, it was revealed that Shinminhoe was formed in early 1908.

The reason Shinminhoe was formed a year after Ahn Chang-ho returned home with
related documents in February 1907 was the difference in political consciousness between
him and the national activists in Korea. Ahn Chang-ho and the United Korean
Association, the force behind him, advocated the reformation of Korea and put forward
the theory of popular sovereignty, while domestic national activists aimed at restricting
monarchy. As this gap was narrowed after Emperor Gojong’s forced abdication in July
1907, the formation of Shinminhoe was put on track.

Regarding the assertion that the Sangdong faction which was active in Sangdong
Church formed the Shinminhoe around 1906 before Ahn Chang-ho returned to Korea,
this paper revealed that the nature of that organization and Shinminhoe were different.
In other words, the organization created by the Sangdong faction was a national salvation
movement based on traditional patriotic ideas, whereas Shinminhoe was a reform

movement organization aiming at revitalizing Korean society.

Key Words : Shinminhoe, Ahn Chang-ho, Reformation, Popular Sovereignty,

Sangdong faction
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