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The Price of the Colonial Chosen in the Novel

— Focusing on Food Prices

Park, Hyun-soo

This study tried to reveal the colonial era price by examining the price of food in
the novel. Without knowing the price shown in the novel, it is difficult to properly
understand the text. In addition, it is difficult to realize the life or daily life of people
at the time. Looking at Hyun Jin-Gun’s (The Lucky Day(2< £& d)) and Lee
Gi-Yeong’s {The Human Class(Q171=¢])), the price of a glass of alcohol at the stand-up
bar at the time was 5 jeon. In Kim Nang-Un’s novel published in the mid-1920s, a person
giving 25 jeon to buy ‘cold noodles(*§H)’ appeared. In a novel about the Great Tokyo
Earthquake, it was said that rice curry was more expensive than ‘Udon’ or ‘Soba’. Chae
Man-Sik’s {Leaving the Doll’s House(21& 2] A& Ye}A])) and Lee Buk-Myeong’s {Mr.
Minbo’s Household Ledger(R1}% 4 9] AE3E)) tell us that in the first half of the 1930s,
rice cost about 2 won per ‘Mal(‘#)’. ‘The plan to increase rice production’ promoted
by Japan was at work in causing the price of rice to plummet around 1930. In Park
Tae-Won’s novel, there was a scene where people drink coffee and pay 10 jeon at a
coffee shop. Coffee prices were unchanged except for the war footing. In {<Wild rose(Z|
2> by Kim Mal-Bong, serialized in the late 1930s, a course meal in a restaurant at
the Chosun Hotel appeared. The prices for breakfast, lunch, and dinner were 1 won 50
jeon, 2 won, and 3 won 50 jeon. If you look at the novels of Kim Woong-Cho or Lee
Tae-Joon, you can see that the price of a beer at a bar or cafe was about 50 to 70 jeon.
During the colonial era, the price of gold was also not an effective way to determine
the price. Colonial food prices were reduced by 25-30% around the 1930s from the 1920s
standards. In 1933 and 1934, it was restored to the previous price, and in 1937 and 1938,
when the war footing occurred, it increased by about 30 to 40%. To convert colonial-era
food prices to current prices, 1 won must be multiplied by 50,000 to 60,000. The
conversion of colonial-era salaries to the present is also not different from the previous

standard. To convert housing prices in ‘Gyeongseong(7d4J)’ to the present, convert them
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to food prices and then multiply by 6 to 12 again.

Key Words : The colonial period, prices, cold noodles, rice prices, course meal, beer,

current prices, salaries, house prices etc
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