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A Study on the Guestbook for

Pansori Appreciation in 1973

Ro, Jae-myeong

This paper is the first one to study the guest book of the Pansori Appreciation Meeting
in 1973, which is owned by the Korean Classical Music Record Museum, and the data
is hereby published for the first time. This material is the oldest among the guestbooks
for pansori performances that have been confirmed so far. The Pansori Appreciation
Meeting in 1973 was an important event that became the basis of the Deep-rooted Tree
Pansori Appreciation Meeting, which marked a major milestone in modern and
contemporary pansori performances and this guestbook is the only original record of the
event that has been confirmed so far, as no videos, recordings, or photos of the meeting
have been found yet.

Analyzing a total of 17 people with personal handwriting in this guestbook, many
attendees were born between 1920 and 1923, and many included scholars, professors,
graduates of Seoul National University, and independence activists. Especially it seems
that the professors of the Seoul National University led this appreciation meeting. Some
of the figures are related to Yeonhee College and Yonsei University, but the person who
is deeply related to Seoul National University, Yonsei University, and the Korean
Language and Literature Society is Byungwook Jung and most of the people in this
guestbook are close friends with him and seem to have attended by his invitation.

In the academic world, it has been erroneously known that the pansori appreciation
event was held in the fall of 1973 at the Christian Broadcasting Station concert hall.
In this paper, however, we studied the guest book of this appreciation meeting and found
related records by Kyunglin Sung, revealing that this event was held in the small
auditorium of Christian Broadcasting Station on April 4, 1973, in the auditorium of the
Station on May 12, and in the concert hall of the Station in the fall. A list of famous
singers was also partially proved for the first time. Since the master singers who appeared

in the 2nd Pansori Appreciation in 1973 were Rokju Park and Bongsul Park, it seems
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that masters of a similar level appeared in the Ist and 3rd Pansori Appreciation and
judging from the case of the 2nd appreciation meeting, it is thought that two master
singers performed each time.

The characteristics of the 1973 Pansori Appreciation Meeting and the corresponding
guestbook are that, judging from the participants who signed the performance, there are
traces of this performance being held with not only the musicology of Pansori, but also
related studies such as Korean literature and philosophy in mind. Efforts are also made
to solidify the connection with various studies related to pansori and to establish a
foundation for support and cooperation so that the meeting can continue to develop,
centering on scholars who are friendly with Byungwook Jung. The guestbook of the
Pansori Appreciation Meeting in 1973 is also a valuable resource in that it provides
insight into aspects unknown to the academic world, such as scholars, independence
activists, politicians, and public officials who left their signatures.

In this paper, the personal information of the signatories of the guest book, the
performers, and the assigned tasks of those who led the viewing event were classified
and organized to enhance understanding. In addition, by researching this guestbook, it
was revealed that the appreciation meeting had a great influence on pansori performances
and record planning at the national and private level, such as the Pansori Appreciation
Meeting from 1974 to 1978 and the National Theater Pansori Series that began in 1984.

Through the above, although the Pansori Appreciation Meeting in 1973 played an
important historical role, it becomes possible only now to know its main part that has

been completely forgotten due to the lack of relevant data in the academic world.

Key Words : Pansori, Appreciation Meeting, Guestbook, Master Singer, Byungwook
Jung
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