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‘Manchuria(Northland)’, A field of Inner Exile or
Hospitality

— In the case of Baek, Seok’s Manchuria-poems

Choi, Hyun-sik

This article discusses the wvalues of exile and hospitality in Baek, Seok’s
‘Manchuria-Poems’. To do so, it focuses on the poem’s use of the word “northland”
to evoke both ‘historical space’ and ‘mythical place’ while remembering the actual
‘Manchuria’. Through ‘Northland’, Baek, Seok sees a glimpse of a “new old day” where
past and future time become one, and three orientations are noted. First, he depicted the
subaltern respecting each other’s lives and the peace of the community, beyond the
longing for the idealized Chinese culture of the past. Second, he called for good Koreans
who showed “sadness” and ‘warmth’ toward other people and peoples. Third, he rebelled
against Japanese ‘linguistic imperialism’ and refused to write poetry in Japanese, which
was forced upon him by Japanese literati in Manchuria. Baek, Seok passionately
expressed his artist’s pride through good animals and plants and poets from the East
and West. The “buckthorn tree” he embraced was a symbol that both encompassed and
represented these. It was the ‘cosmic tree’ at the center of the ‘Northland’ and another

name for an absolute value system that should not be abandoned.

Key Words : Baek, Seok, Manchuria, northland, inner exile, hospitality, historical

space, mythical place
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