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Violence and Perversion
— Significance of Psychopathological Signs in

Vietnam War Novels

Park, Ji-young

This study examines the 1970s literature texts dealing with the experience of
participating in the Vietnam War, Song Young’s “Teacher and Crown Prince”, Song
Ki-won’s “Awesome Bible”, and Hwang Seok-young’s “Camel Eyes”. The purpose is
to examine how psychopathological signs such as these are used to accuse this war
violence. Due to the development of psychiatry and the popularization of discourse during
this period, these major concepts met the violent situation of the Vietnam War at the
time, failed to establish any normal ethical standardization, and became composed of
abnormal sexuality violent to women. Based on the misogyny committed during the
Vietnam War, sexual violence produces subjects that can only be shaped by using these
psychopathological symptoms. This is a gender dimension problem related to the shape
of ‘masculinity’ formed by the contemporary developmental dictatorship, patriarchal and
oppressive political and social situations, and violent experiences such as the Vietnam
War. It shows that it contained abnormality from the beginning. So, these signs are used
to reveal the shame of male subjects who have ethical self-consciousness about war
violence, and have a fatal limitation of not being able to mourn the victims while only

comforting their pain.

Key Words : The Vietnam War, masculinity, psychiatry, Freudism, psychopathology,

perversion, PTSD, psychopaths, abnormality, mourning
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