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Sense of Touch Implicated in the Pine Tree

Paintings of Joseon Dynasty

Yu, Mi-na

This study aims to examine how the sense of “touch” is expressed in pre-modern
Korean paintings. It particularly focuses on pine tree paintings as they are regarded as
the representative subject that evokes the sense of touch among the paintings of the
Joseon era.

Pine trees have been cherished for their dignified appearance with straight trunks and
drooping branches, as well as their evergreen nature that retains its greenery even in
winter, symbolizing longevity and integrity since ancient times. The reason Tao
Yuan-ming(¥HH) specifically embraced pine trees could be attributed to sharing the
symbolic significance they hold. Notably, pine trees possess various tactile elements
ecologically. From the rough texture of the trunk to the slender and pointed shape of
its needlike leaves, pine trees were referred to as “red-armored, blue-bearded” (RHEES)
or “blue-bearded, purple-armored” (B%52&H!), emphasizing the dragon scale-like appearance
of the stem’s epidermis, which was likened to “dragon scales” (fEfff). The term
“blue-bearded tree” (EF#E4H) itself was an epithet for pine trees. Thus, pine trees were
rich in elements that stimulate the sense of touch, and effectively reproducing these
elements would have been crucial in the paintings’ symbolism and appreciation.

Based on previous studies, this research focuses on how “touch” was depicted and

what meanings it carried in late Joseon pine tree paintings.

Key Words : Senses, Sense of Touch, Tactile Arts, Kinesthetic Art, Pine Trees, Old

Pines, Tao Yuan-ming, Dragon scales, Red-armored and blue-bearded
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