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A Research on Ch'ang'gye Yim Yong’s literature

and learning

Sim, Kyung-ho

Ch'ang'gye (81%) Yim Yong (BRik, 1649-1696) started studying with Yi Tansang (Zi
#H) at the age of seventeen. He also had in-depth academic discussions with Cho Song'gi
(#8545 and Kim Ch'anghyop (4-E17). Additionally, he had a close relationship with
Pak Sech'ae (FMHZR) and Nam Kuman (F5/L#) who were members of the Soron (i)
faction. In his early age, Yim perused not only the main text of the Confucian Classics
but also the commentaries by Zhuxi and the minor commentaries to practice the idea
of ‘staying focused by forgetting distractions’ (F—4Ej#). At the same time, he also
learned to write Pianwen (§}f3¢, parallel prose) and read The Shiwen leiju (F3JHEE, a
classified collection of historical and literary texts). These sources provided him with a
wealth of knowledge on ‘Diangu’ (M, ancient events or stories in literature). He also
composed several ‘court literature’ (FEEI) during his tenure as Chijekyo (%n#zg,
Overseer of the Drafting of Royal Edicts) while holding various positions from
Songgyun’gwan taesasong (J%tAfE AGlK, the chancellor of the National Academy) to
Ljo ch’amui (F#25E, the third minister of Personnel). In this way, he established a
distinct literary world that encompassed parallel prose, Civil Service Examination poetry
(725, and poetry expressing aspirations (iftEzF) during his lifetime. He is considered
a scholar who ‘achieved the way through literature’ ([X|3¢ Aj#). This means that he
primarily practiced Confucianism and used literature as a tool for his learning although
he also paid attention to literature. This paper examines Yim's understanding of ‘gewu
zhizhi” (F§EN, investigating things and extending knowledge) and xiaxue shangda (N
¥ F# study the lower to arrive at the higher), and how it is reflected in his literature,
based on his literary works and interpretation of Confucian Classics, which are included
in his collection Ch'ang'gyejip (JA1%£2), as well as his records of the Civil Service
Examination in his Sinyu Illok (3P H%EK).
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