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Setting of Labor Issues and Its Significance in
Taiwan’s Labor Literature of the 1970s and 1980s

Lin, Hsiao-tzu

The purpose of this study is to analyze the ways that labor issues are set and their
significance in Taiwan’s labor literature during the 1970s and 1980s in order to illustrate
the characteristics of Taiwan’s labor literature. The representative writers of labor
literature in Taiwan are Ching-chu Yang(#y5%%), Shang-chen Mo(ff [E), and
Chang-hsien Li(Z=g%). Their works often focus on disputes between laborers rather than
on employer-laborer disputes, which are common in ordinary labor literature. The
inter-laborer disputes that they tackle can generally be categorized into two main types;
the first is the dispute between the on-site laborers and the management-level laborers
who are responsible for job evaluations, and the second is the dispute between Taiwanese
management-level laborers and Taiwanese female workers on the production line in
international enterprises. It has to do with the fact that, during that time, the Nationalist
regime was wary of labor, peasant and military literature, and enacted a censorship
system that restricted the creativity of writers. In other words, the disputes between
laborers in Taiwan’s labor literature in the 1970s and 1980s were a narrative strategy
used by writers, who felt the constraints of the censorship system, to enable their works
to survive.

The works of Taiwanese labor literature set in the context of multinational corporations
implied that foreign capitalists treat Taiwanese female laborers with kindness on the one
hand, while using tactics like job evaluations and a promotion system to make Taiwanese
management-level laborers demand overtime work from the female laborers in order to
increase production, which led to serious disputes among Taiwanese laborers. However,
these novels fail to go further in explaining the way in which international corporations
operate. This reflects the fact that the mode of operation of international capitalism is
so complex that Taiwan’s labor literature is unable to paint a clear picture of it. In other

words, the complexity of international capitalism limited the expressiveness of Taiwanese
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labor literature.

Key Words : Taiwan’s labor literature, censorship system, disputes between laborers,

connections, promotion system, international capitalism
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